
For a long time, the Science Citation Index (SCI) was the only multidisciplinary database that could be used to quantitatively determine the response to scienti�c publications. This era came to a close in 2005 when the large scienti�c 
corporation "Reed Elsevier" placed a second multidisciplinary database (SCOPUS) on the market. The poster compares both databases and focuses on the languages that papers are written in. Using examples from Croatia and the former 
Yugoslavian countries, this analysis will investigate the coverage of national languages in the citation databases “Science Citation Index” (Thomson Scienti�c) and “SCOPUS” (Elsevier)
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Coverage of the various national journals in the SCI database 
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It is not surprising that the 
USA were found to be 
number one in the database 
with more than 38 % of all 
scientific journals represen-
ted in SCI. Second place is 
taken by Great Britain with 
more than 20 %. This means 
that more than half of SCI is 
dominated by journals from 
English-speaking countries. 
Journal coverage of other 
countries is scattered over 
more than 100 nations. 
Croatia holds a relatively low 
position with 0.2 % of all 
journals covered by SCI.
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Proportion of the various nations of the overall number of publica-
tions in both databases

We found very few articles from Croatia in either database: 0.1 % in SCI and 0.2 % in SCOPUS. If we look at the 
percentage of Croatian-language articles in both databases during the time period 2000 – 2004, we �nd 
0.02% of all documents in SCI (all editions) are documents in Croatian and 0.06 % of all SCOPUS documents 
are written in Croatian.
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Proportion of the various nations of the overall number of
publications in both databases (science only)

In SCI more than 25 % of all 
articles come from the USA, 
while we �nd Great Britain and 
Japan following together in 
second place with more than 8 
%. Positions 4 and 5 are occupi-
ed by Germany (7.7 %) and 
France (5.4%). If we combine all 
of the central European 
countries, we come up with a 
proportion of nearly 30 % of all 
articles in SCI. 
Data on SCOPUS shows a very 
similar distribution of the 
various countries. Only China is 
better represented in SCOPUS 
(5.0 % of all articles) than in SCI 
(4.2% of all articles).

We were able to show that depending on the database chosen, bibliometric analyses of national languages provide very di�erent information. The database should 
therefore be chosen with great care and on the basis of content. The current strategies employed by the two database providers are con�icting: the number of journals 
covered is expanded in terms of breadth in one (SCOPUS) and in terms of depth in the other (SCI).

Proportion of articles written in national languages in both databases3
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This investigation shows the 
proportion of articles written in 
national languages in relation to all 
articles (a�liation) from former 
Yugoslavian countries in the SCI 
and SCOPUS databases over a 
30-year period. 

If we look at the total numbers of articles from former 
Yugoslavian countries in 2005 in SCOPUS (English and 
national languages: 8,061), the distribution re�ects the 
strategy: Elsevier covers as much journals as possible 
and so the number of total publications from smaller 
nations is actually higher than the corresponding 
number in SCI (6,861).




